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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Trial team quits 
Roger Stone 
case in dispute 
over sentence 


m Four prosecutors abruptly withdrew 
from the case of President Donald 
Trump’s longtime friend Roger Stone 
after senior Justice Department officials 
intervened to recommend a more lenient 
sentence for crimes he committed in a bid 
to protect the president. 


BY MICHAEL BALSAMO AND ERIC TUCKER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

The four lawyers who prosecuted Roger 
Stone quit the case Tuesday after the Jus- 
tice Department overruled them and said 
it would take the extraordinary step of 
lowering the amount of prison time it 
would seek for President Donald Trump’s 
longtime ally and confidant. 

The departures raised immediate ques- 
tions over whether Trump, who earlier in 
the day had blasted the 
original sentencing recom- 
mendation as “very horrible 
and unfair,” had at least 
indirectly exerted his will 
on a Justice Department 
that he often views as an 
arm of the White House. 

The department said the 
decision to undo the sentencing recom- 
mendation was made Monday night — 
before Trump’s tweet — and prosecutors 
had not spoken to the White House about 
it. Even so, the departures of the entire 
trial team broke open a simmering dispute 
over the punishment of a Trump ally 
whose case has long captured the presi- 
dent’s attention. The episode was the 
latest to entangle the Justice Department, 
meant to operate free from White House 
sway in criminal investigations and prose- 
cutions, in presidential politics. 

The four attorneys, including two who 
were early members of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia team, comprised 
the entire Justice Department trial team 
that won convictions against Stone last 
fall. 

Each had signed onto a Monday sen- 
tencing memo that recommended be- 
tween seven and nine years in prison for 


Roger Stone 
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and his wife, Jane Sanders, await results in Manchester, N.H. on Tuesday. 


Sanders wins primary 
as Democratic field thins 


BY LISA LERER AND SHANE 
GOLDMACHER 


The New York Times 


MANCHESTER, N.H. 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers won the New Hampshire 


: primary on Tuesday night, 


consolidating support on the 
left and fending off a late 
charge by two moderate rivals 


to claim his second strong 


showing in as many weeks 
and establish himself as a 
formidable contender for the 
Democratic nomination. 
Sanders’s victory over Butti- 
gieg represented an achieve- 
ment for the party’s progres- 
sive wing and deepened the 


: turmoil among the party’s 


mSen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., narrowly defeated former South 
Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg in New Hampshire’s 
first-in-the-nation primary. Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota 
mounted a surprisingly strong challenge. Shortly after the 
polls closed, entrepreneur Andrew Yang dropped out of the 
race, as did Sen. Michael F. Bennet of Colorado. 


moderates. With Biden tum- 
bling and no single candidate 
rising up to take his place, 
Sanders’s grip on progressives 
carried him to the top of the 
field in New Hampshire. 

Coupled with the abrupt 
rise of Buttigieg and Klo- 
buchar, Sanders’s success 
illustrated the churning un- 
certainty of the race and 
raised the prospect of a 
drawn-out nominating pro- 
cess. 


Meanwhile, claiming mo- 
mentum and a movement but 
not quite victory, Buttigieg 
offered a stark warning to 
voters in the rest of the coun- 
try: that Sanders can’t beat 
Trump. 

“We can’t defeat the most 
divisive president in modern 
American history by tearing 
down someone who doesn’t 
agree with us 100 percent of 
the time,” Buttigieg told sup- 
porters in Nashua. “A politics 


of my way or the highway is 
the road to re-electing Donald 
Trump. Vulnerable Americans 
do not have the luxury of 
pursuing ideological purity 
rather than an inclusive victo- 

” 

The harsh message about 
Sanders, with whom Buttigieg 
fought to a virtual tie last 
week in Iowa’s caucuses, is his 
way of framing the Democrat- 
ic contest as a two-man race 
heading into Nevada’s Feb. 22 
caucuses and South Carolina’s 
primary a week later. 

Besides an obligatory con- 
gratulations for running, But- 
tigieg barely referred to his 
other rivals in his remarks. He 
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MAR-A-LAGO 


Trial offers new peek into 


security protocols at Mar-a-Lago 


m Lu Jing, a Chinese intruder at President Donald Trump’s 
Palm Beach club, was in court again, charged with 
loitering or prowling and nonviolently resisting arrest. 


BY NICHOLAS NEHAMAS 
AND SARAH BLASKEY 


nnehamas@miamiherald.com 
sblaskey@miamiherald.com 


Lu Jing, the Chinese 
woman accused of tres- 
passing at Mar-a-Lago and 
resisting an officer without 
violence, unexpectedly 


vate club and 


and confused tourist who 


walked through the 
open and unguard- 
ed main entrance 
of President Don- 
ald Trump’s pri- 


home to take pic- 
tures last year. 
“Tt was an open 


Lu Jing 


But perhaps equally 
surprising at the daylong 
trial was how much it 
revealed about security at 
the president’s primary 


legal residence. 
Testimony from 
Mar-a-Lago em- 
ployees included 
the size of its pri- 
vate security staff 
(13 guards) and the 
precise locations of 
various motion- 


THE COURTS | PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Activists charged with felonies 2 


Six activists who 


m Seven protesters were arrested again two months 
after protesting at Geo Group headquarters in Boca 
Raton. This time they were charged with false 
imprisonment and conspiracy felonies. 


months after Geo Group protest 


Friday at her Broward 
home and another protest- 
er, who lives out of town, 
is also facing the same 
charges. 


BY MONIQUE O. MADAN 
mmadan@miamiherald.com 


planned and participated 
in a protest against private 
prisons at Geo Group’s 
headquarters in Boca 
Raton two months ago 


people — who were origi- 
nally arrested the day of 
the protest on Dec. 3 and 
charged with misdemean- 
or trespassing — are now 
facing two additional 
felony charges: false im- 
prisonment and conspir- 
acy to commit false im- 


The decision to upgrade 
the charges was made 
after Boca Raton Police 
investigators completed a 
“follow-up investigation,” 
according to an arrest 
report. The Palm Beach 
State Attorney’s Office has 
also filed with the court 


testified in her own de- gate that was very pretty,” sensor security cameras. were rearrested during a prisonment, along with the 

fense in a Palm Beach said Lu, speaking at the A verdict is expected Palm Beach County court misdemeanor criminal 

County court Tuesday, trial through a Mandarin bond hearing Tuesday. mischief. An additional 

saying she was a harmless interpreter. SEE MAR-A-LAGO, 2A Records show the six activist was rearrested on SEE PROTESTERS, 4A 
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